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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a first audio input/output (I/O) connector provided for coupling to a first 
audio I/O device; 

a second audio I/O connector provided for coupling to a second audio I/O 
device; 

the first and second connectors being coupled to an audio controller by a 
circuitf-aR 4 including: 

means for reduc i ng nois o coupled onto the f i rst aud i o I/O connector and 
li m i ting such no i se from i nt e rfac i ng w i th a signa l from th e s e cond aud i o I /O 
conn e ctor, th e m e ans for r e duc i ng nois e i nc l ud i ng a fi e ld eff e ct trans i stor 
coup l ed to the first and second connectors and to ground, the transistor 
conn e ct e d to pu l l th e f i rst conn e ctor to a z e ro vo l t a g e le v e l wh e n tr i gg e r e d by a 
m e ch a n i ca l sw i tch i nt e grat e d into th e s e cond conn e ctor. 

a first circuit element coupling a filter device and an inverting 

amplifier; 

a disabling device coupled to the filter device; 

an integrating amplifier, the second audio I/O connector coupled 
between the inverting amplifier and the integrating amplifier; 

a primary audio input disable connection and the first audio I/O 
connector coupled to the disabling device; and 

a second circuit element coupling an audio input reference voltage 
connection between the first circuit element and the inverting amplifier. 
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2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 , further comprising a PCI bus 
connecting a PCI card slot to a card/bus controller, the audio controller 
connected to the PCI bus, and an I/O controller hub connected to the PCI bus. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 2, further comprising a super 
I/O controller connected to the I/O controller hub. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the first audio I/O 
connector comprises a jack. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein the second audio 
I/O connector comprises a jack. 

8. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor; 

an audio controller coupled to the processor; 

a first audio I/O connector coupled to the audio controller and provided for 
coupling to a first audio I/O device; 

a second audio I/O connector coupled to the audio controller and provided 
for coupling to a second audio I/O device;-and 

a f iel d e ff e ct trans i stor coupl e d to the f i rst and s e cond conn e ctors and to 
ground, th e trans i stor conn e ct e d to pu ll th e f i rst conn e ctor to a z e ro voltag e le v el 
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wh e n tr i gg e r e d by a m e chan i ca l sw i tch i nt e grat e d i nto th e s e cond conn e ctor, th e 
transistor funct i on i ng as a moans for reduc i ng no i s e coup le d onto the f i rst aud i o 
I /O connector and li m i t i ng such no i s e from i nt e rfacing w i th a s i gna l from th e 
s e cond aud i o I /O conn e ctor. 

a circuit coupled to the computer system including: 

a first circuit element coupling a filter device and an inverting 

amplifier: 

a disabling device coupled to the filter device; 

an integrating amplifier, the second audio I/O connector coupled 
between the inverting amplifier and the integrating amplifier: 

a primary audio input disable connection and the first audio I/O 
connector coupled to the disabling device: and 

a second circuit element coupling an audio input reference voltage 
connection between the first circuit element and the inverting amplifier 

9. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 8, further comprising a 
PCI bus connected to a PCI card slot and to a card/bus controller, the audio 
controller connected to the PCI bus, and an I/O controller hub connected to the 
PCI bus. 

10. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 9, further comprising a 
super I/O controller connected to the I/O controller hub. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Cancelled). 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 8. wherein the first audio 
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I/O connector is a jack. 

14. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 13, wherein the second 
audio I/O connector comprises a jack. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The computer system of Claim 1 0, wherein the first and 
second audio I/O connectors each comprise a jack. 

16. (Cancelled). 
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